


Celebrating the Land of Promise on its 250 Birthday

When Abraham and Sarah leave Ur-Casdim and head for the land God will show them, God
makes a promise, “I will assign this land to your offspring.” (Gen. 12:7) God’s covenant with
Abraham and Sarah would be passed down to Isaac and Rebecca, to Jacob, Leah, and
Rachel and eventually to their descendants the Children of Israel. This is how we get the
concept of “The Promised Land.” The land of Israel would become the epicenter for our
Hebrew language, culture, religious faith, and national aspirations, heartbreaking exile, and
miraculous return. For thousands of years our people sought to once again be able to
determine our destiny and live freely in the Promised Land. “Proclaim liberty throughout the
land to all of its inhabitants…” (Lev. 25:10) And despite the current struggles and heartache
we find ourselves in - Israel remains our land of Hope.

But, if Israel is the Promised Land then we have also been blessed by another land - a
land I believe is the “Land of Promise.” - the United States. Unlike most countries founded on
religious and/or ethnic identity, the United States was founded on ideas - “We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness” (Declaration of Independence) These ideas would become the promise of a land
of liberty, opportunity, and equality which immigrants from all over the world would dream
about. Breaking free from the shackles of monarchy and subjugation, state and church
sponsored pogroms, limited economic freedom, and the virulent antisemitism that kept us in
Pales of Settlement, ghettos, and disempowered. And so wave upon wave of Jewish (and of
course non-Jewish) immigration would transform this country bringing new ideas, hard
working laborers, a melting pot of innovative artists, scientists, and entrepreneurs in search of
the promise of America.

Since its founding there was always a tension between the promise of America and the
reality of America. From the evils of slavery, destruction of Native Americans, lack of women’s
rights, antisemitism, anti-immigrant backlash and the gap between the wealthy and the poor
- there is a lot that we must reckon with. Dr. King termed it a “promissory note” that has gone
unpaid. Yet, despite its many flaws and failings, for Jews seeking a place where we could
flourish and live in relative peace - in our long history there has never been quite a country
like America. From the freedom of religion, speech, and assembly to the profound
opportunity of citizenship, voting, representation, and equality under the law - Jews had
never experienced a place where we could, as a small minority, literally help to build the
country from its founding and become part of the very fabric of the Goldena Medina itself. We
have not only prospered beyond imagination but contributed to the promise of America.

America is more than an “experiment” but a project that is worth investing in, fighting
for, and dreaming about together. Far from perfect, this country needs “We the People…” and
we Jews are an important part of that “We”. While only 2% of the population, we have
contributed greatly to: Nobel Prize winners, Broadway, the movies & tv, musicians, fashion
and beauty, shopping, literature, economics, technology, politics and civil rights, and military
service - the American Jewish community has been a blessing to America and America has
been a blessing to us. I believe we should thank God for being alive in a time where we as
Jews can help build the Promised Land and the Land of Promise. There is no guarantee for
their continued prosperity and freedom but instead a sacred responsibility for each of us to
add our labor, talents, and resources to see the project of Israel & America move closer to the
ideals and promise each possess and upon which we as Jews depend.

May God bless America! Happy 250th Birthday!



















EASY (10 POINTS)

Sadie, a member of B’nai Shalom has three granddaughters. For her birthday, each sent her a card with flowers. Use the clues
below to link the NAME of each granddaughter with her HOMETOWN, the type of FLOWER on each card, and the
NUMBER of flowers.
SUBMITYOURANSERS IN THREE LINES, SEPARATED BY COMMAS (e.g., NAME, HOMETOWN, FLOWER,
NUMBER).

NAME HOMETOWN FLOWER NUMBER
DANA
JANET
KAREN
HOMETOWN: BRISTOL, LINCOLN, PRESTON.
FLOWER: ROSES, TULIPS, SUNFLOWERS
NUMBER: 3, 4, 5.

CLUES: 1. The card from the one who lives in Preston was not from Karen and did not have 5 flowers on it. 2. There were
Tulips from the card sent by Janet, but not 3 of them; Janet does not live in Lincoln. 3. The card with 4 roses is not from Dana.

MEDIUM (20 POINTS)
Five members of Temple Shalom were discussing the dozens of emails each receives
every morning, mostly from Jewish newspapers, US news, and family/friends. Use the
clues below to link the NAME of each person with the average number of emails each
receives from JEWISH NEWS, US NEWS, and FRIENDS/FAMILY.

Submit your answers in five lines, separated by commas (e.g., NAME, JEWISH NEWS, US NEWS, FRIENDS/FAMILY).
NAME JEWISH NEWS US NEWS FRIENDS/FAMILY
ANDY
BRIAN
CHELSEA
ERICA
JOSH
JEWISH NEWS: 5,8,12, 20, 25.
US NEWS: 6,9,14,22,30.
FRIENDS/FAMILY: 8,12,15,18,35.

CLUES: 1. Chelsea reads about 5 JEWISH NEWS every day and 12 emails mostly from friends; She receives more US NEWS
than Josh, but five less than Erica receives. 2. Andy reads 4 more JEWISH NEWS than Josh, 30 US NEWS emails, and an
average of 15 emails from friends/family; Josh typically receives 20 more emails from friends/family than Andy, and 3 more
emails from JEWISH NEWS than Chelsea; but, only about 6 emails from US NEWS. 3. Brian received the highest amount of
news from JEWISH newspapers, but the smallest number from friends and family. 4. Erica typically reads about 14 emails
relating to US NEWS, but less than 20 messages from friends/family.





“Bring a gift to the Sanctuary and carry a blessing from the House of God.”

WEEK OF JUNE 27, 2026
Benjamin Gruber 12 Tammuz June 27 Isadore Weinzimer 15 Tammuz June 30

* Florence G. Hobe 12 Tammuz June 27 Abraham Siegel 16 Tammuz July 1
Karl Kritz 12 Tammuz June 27 Lillian Olden 17 Tammuz July 2
Ruth Miller 12 Tammuz June 27 Benjamin Parmet 17 Tammuz July 2
Jeanne Ducharme 13 Tammuz June 28 Dorothy Abramowitz18 Tammuz July 3
Elizabeth Felser 13 Tammuz June 28 Nathan Grotsky 18 Tammuz July 3
Paulene Rosenzweig 13 Tammuz June 28 Minnie Hesse 18 Tammuz July 3
Rose Aronson 14 Tammuz June 29 Martha Kroope 18 Tammuz July 3

* Lewis Marcus 14 Tammuz June 29 * Charles Lowitz 18 Tammuz July 3
Camilla Oppenheimer14 Tammuz June 29 Morris Pessis 18 Tammuz July 3
* Sol Sonnenfeld 14 Tammuz June 29 Sophie Schiffer 18 Tammuz July 3
* Desha B.Shiffren 15 Tammuz June 30 * Jack Singer 18 Tammuz July 3

WEEK OF JULY 4, 2026

* Morris Blinderman 19 Tammuz July 4 Rabbi Arnold Lasker 22 Tammuz July 7
Joyce Cohen 19 Tammuz July 4 * Rebecca Mahler 22 Tammuz July 7
Jean Joseph 19 Tammuz July 4 * Rose L. Davis 23 Tammuz July 8
* Nathan Pisarev 19 Tammuz July 4 * Jacob Friedman 23 Tammuz July 8
Bertha Feder 20 Tammuz July 5 * Abraham S. Gandal 23 Tammuz July 8
* Sarah Feigenblatt 20 Tammuz July 5 Mauricio Sema 23 Tammuz July 8
* Gladys Schiff 20 Tammuz July 5 * Abraham Feuer 24 Tammuz July 9
Susan Simmonds 20 Tammuz July 5 Jacob Leibowitz 24 Tammuz July 9
* Isadore Bloom 21 Tammuz July 6 Alvin Nathan 24 Tammuz July 9
* Edward Goldberg 21 Tammuz July 6 * Rose Horowitz 25 Tammuz July 10
Fay Unger 21 Tammuz July 6 * Anna Israelite 25 Tammuz July 10

WEEK OF JULY 11, 2026

* Aaron Abrams 26 Tammuz July 11 * Abraham Staller 29 Tammuz July 14
Sylvia Lader 26 Tammuz July 11 * Gizella Albert 1 Av July 15
* Simon Levin 26 Tammuz July 11 Sylvia Rosenfeld 1 Av July 15
* Joseph Virag Weisz 26 Tammuz July 11 Eva Spitzer 1 Av July 15
Minnie Dogulov 27 Tammuz July 12 Judith Ain 2 Av July 16
* Meyer Perlman 27 Tammuz July 12 * Eugene Diamond 2 Av July 16
* Marilyn G. Entis 28 Tammuz July 13 Helen Frye 2 Av July 16
* Philip A. Sigal 28 Tammuz July 13 Belle Gould 2 Av July 16
* Yolan Spitz 28 Tammuz July 13 Esther Kornit 2 Av July 16
Manya Sucharczuk 28 Tammuz July 13 David Kotkin 2 Av July 16
* Cecilia Brisker 29 Tammuz July 14 *Arthur Neuman 2 Av July 16
Nathaniel Brisker 29 Tammuz July 14 Allen A. Sarachek 2 Av July 16
Mary Goidich 29 Tammuz July 14 Sol Taffet 2 Av July 16
* Frances M. Jaslow 29 Tammuz July 14 George Bryen 3 Av July 17
Lawrence Karman 29 Tammuz July 14 Louis D. Fromm 3Av July 17
Julian Schwartz 29 Tammuz July 14



Cont’d
WEEK OF JULY 18, 2026
* Dora Frankel 4 Av July 18 * Solomon Branker 8 Av July 22
Allan Goodman 4 Av July 18 Aaron Eden 8 Av July 22
* Harold Mindlin 4 Av July 18 * Isador Goldberg 8 Av July 22
* Jacob Phillips 4 Av July 18 Melvin Goldblat 8 Av July 22
* Samuel Pisarev 4 Av July 18 * Theodore Goodman 8 Av July 22
Nettie Solow 4 Av July 18 James Mayer 8 Av July 22
* Albert S. Spear 4 Av July 18 Louise Weinstein 8 Av July 22
Sadie Levan 6 Av July 20 * Jacob Weisz 8 Av July 22
Herman Goren 7 Av July 21 * Jacob S. Levitt 9 Av July 23
Sarah Hirsch 7 Av July 21 * Pearl Weinstein 9 Av July 23
* Mary Klibanoff 7 Av July 21 Beatrice Hilberg 10 Av July 24
Marion Lichtman 7 Av July 21

WEEK OF JULY 25, 2026
Richard Kottler 11 Av July 25 Stanley Goldstein 16 Av July 30
Reuben Rosenberg 11 Av July 25 * Leo Pozefsky 16 Av July 30
Rudolph Meyer 12 Av July 26 Dorothea Rifkin 16 Av July 30
Abraham Phillips 12 Av July 26 Lila Dumoff 17 Av July 31
Edna Birnbaum 14 Av July 28 Mary Jane Frankel 17 Av July 31
Fannie Carpet 14 Av July 28 Irving Gutfreund 17 Av July 31
Regina Romoff 14 Av July 28 * Brenda Jaffe 17 Av July 31
* Blanche Goodman 15 Av July 29 Joseph Pestcoe 17 Av July 31
Jefferson Lappen 15 Av July 29 * Lena Schiff 17 Av July 31
* Nathaniel Block 16 Av July 30



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 18th of Tammuz 3

8:18pm

19th of Tammuz 4

9:26pm

5 6 7 8 9 25th of Tammuz10

8:16pm

26th of Tammuz 11

9:24pm

12 13 14 1st of Av, 5786 15
RoshChodesh Av

16 3rd of Av 17

8:12pm

4th of Av 18

9:20pm

19 20 21 8th of Av 22

Erev Tish’a B’Av

9th of Av 23
Tish’a B’Av

10th of Av 24

8:07pm

11th of Av 25

9:14pm

26 27 28 15th of Av 29 30 17th of Av 31

8:00pm




